proper and salutary, and should not therefore be violated without strong cause. It is true that in England, and still more frequently in America, the question has been placed on the basis of legal right and referred to courts of justice, and such a course has occasionally been adopted in this country. Such proceedings do not always, we think, redound to the dignity of the profession ; and, while we should much prefer that they were not raised any where, we have a very strong opinion that in India and on the part of medical officers they are peculiarly unfortunate and unsavoury. Circumstances have occasionally arisen in this country, and in the nature of things must ever and anon arise, by which the question of remuneration for medical services has been brought to the front, and on such occasions we have considered it our duty to speak the voice of the profession on the subject. And now, when the matter has again been dragged into public prominence in Madras, though our decided inclination is to shirk the, to us, disagreeable discussion,' our attention has been so specially and pointedly drawn to it, that we feel that we should be wanting in our duty were we to refrain from recording our opinion on the merits of the case and stating the It is a very difficult thing to appraise the value of professional services, and peculiarly so of medical services. It is quite impossible to assign to them a fixed value, or treat them as a commodity ; still it cannot be denied that they possess some value, and it is absolutely essential for the mutual conveniences of employer and employed that that value should be approximately settled, and, when settled, generally known and accepted. As there is no method by which medical services can be weighed ormeasured or subjected to such exact definition that the thing can be formulated or embodied in exact laws or rules, the matter has come to depend on usage, and the sanction of the usage is a sort of social compact, which is best expressed as a mutual understanding between the doctors and the public. IIow the usage arose it is not our present object to enquire, but the usage is the only law regulating the matter, and, as society becomes more organised, such usage is apt to take the shape of a more or k-ss definite code of social law, which is generally unwritten and liable to be modified by a great variety of circumstances. We shall enumerate some of these. They are the gravity of the illness, the circumstances of the patient, the skill (and in many cases the popularity) of the practitioner, In the adjustment of civil medical salaries Government has effected no little pecuniary saving by permitting its officers the right of private practice and the privilege attracts a much higher class of men to India than would otherwise enter the service. The public too obtain much better and cheaper medical attention by employing service men than if they had to make their own arrangements. Extra official practice must in the nature of things be regulated more by professional than official canons, and Government has recognized this truth fully in the principle of non-intervention, except in cases of disgraceful conduct, which it has laid down. If a new principle of Government interference, wholesale insult and one-sided justice is introduced, the effect will surely be to demoralise the service, and, by adding to that feeling of discontent and dissatisfaction which has already of late been making itself known in the pages of the Lancet, to prevent any man who retains selfrespect and has any prospect of success elsewhere from enter, ing the service. We have written somewhat lengthily on this subject, because we consider it to be one in which principles of vital importance to the welfare of our service are involved ;
